Along came a spider

The daughter of a United States Senator is kidnapped from her private school under the nose of her Secret
Service agent Jezzie [Monica Potter]. The kidnapper is a teacher who uses the girl's habit for "passing"
encrypted notes to her friend, the son of the Russian President, as a pretext for getting her away from other
students to repremand her. He drugs her and flees the campus with her in tow.

The kidnapper, Mr. Soneji, contacts the famous profiler Alex Cross [Morgan Freeman] to initiate the chase
he has so dramatically laid out in his mind, The Secret Service agent, Jezzie Flannigan, who let the kidnappers
get away with her charge, Megan Rose, pleads with Cross [Freeman] to let her help retrieve the girl so she
can redeem herself. They both follow the clues that allude to the famous Lindbergh kidnapping case. They
realize that the kidnapped Megan is being used to lure the real intended target away from his tight security;
the son of the Russian president.

Meanwhile Megan is being held on a boat and taking an active role in her own rescue, trying to escape and
cleverly creating havoc; she takes the battery pack out of the intercom, asks to go to the bathroom, dropping
the battery pack onto the stove next to the open flame under the teapot. It explodes, & while Soneji battles
the blaze she runs out & jumps overboard. She catches the attention of a fisherman on shore; just as he is
about to reach Megan, Soneji shoots him. He hauls Megan back on board...Soneji 1, Megan 0.

After Alex & Jezzie are rejected when trying to warn the Russians, they decide to stake out the place anyway
& Soneji makes his move against Demetri by tricking him into thinking he's corresponding w/ Megan. Demetri
evades his security & goes to a phone booth. Meanwhile, Soneji has killed the 2 patrolmen & commandeered
their car. He exits the car, moving toward the phone booth, but Alex & Jezzie see him. Gunfight ensues,
Demetri is saved, but Soneji gets away. He returns to the boat to find that Megan is gone.

Our erstwhile heroes get a phone call, saying the plan has changed & he wants $10mil in diamonds. There
follows a lot of rigamarole w/ Cross carrying around a load of diamonds, following instructions from the voice
on the phone. Unaware that Soneji no longer has the girl, Cross is running all over Washington DC, answering
phones and running through train stations with the diamonds in a thermos for the complicated "drop", only
his new partner on his tail for backup. Defeated, after having handed over the diamonds and getting no girl,
the duo returns to Jezzie's apartment to discuss the case when there is a knock on the door. It's Mr Soneji
with a Tazer in the Hall! He zaps Jezzie and she falls to the floor. He draws a gun on Alex who must give up
his own gun or never find out where Megan Rose is. After a discussion of his miserable childhood & why he
is the way he is, Soneji says he's taking Jezzie w/ him, but she wakes up and stabs him in the leg, allowing
Cross time to load a shotgun and put an end to him. Jezzie sobs that they will never find Megan now. But
Cross reveals to Agent McArthur (Dylan Baker) that Soneji had failed to react to a comment made by Cross
about the $12mil ransom, from which he has concluded, since the ransom was $10mil, that Soneji had no
idea what he was talking about, Megan is no longer with him & there are other kidnappers in play.

Cross & Agent McArthur go over the school tapes, & Cross deduces that Soneji was hoodwinked by the new
kidnappers. Meanwhile, we see Megan in her new kidnapper's abode. A faintly familiar face appears in a
dimly lit room and is offering food to Megan. It's another Secret Service agent from her school and LO &
BEHOLD! it's Agent Devine! He leaves her in her barn location, returning to the main house. & HOLY
BETRAYAL! JEZZIE! They had followed Soneji around for a year & divined his plans. She demands to know
where Megan is and is annoyed to learn she is still alive. She asks to see the diamonds and explains that
Soneji is dead and Cross had twigged on the notion that he was not the sole plotter in the kidnapping. Divine



asks if she thinks Cross is onto them. Jezzie says they are not onto the two of them, and blows a hole in her
boyfriend's head commenting that Cross is onto HIM.

Meanwhile Alex has timed the surveillance tapes from the day of the school kidnapping and puts it together
that Agent Divine was essentially an accomplice. He runs to Jezzie's apartment and finds files on her computer
that only the plotter would have! Things start to happen fast. Jezzie goes to the barn to get Megan, who
initially is glad she's there but soon gets suspicious that there's no one else w/ her...smart girl! A nasty 1-
sided gunfight ensues, with Jezzie chasing Megan all over the barn & Megan cleverly evading her. Alex catches
Megan & keeps her from yelling while Jezzie slowly enters the trap. Alex comes up behind her, telling her to
drop the gun. She doesn't, playing on Alex's guilt over his partner's death, thinking he won't shoot her...big
mistake, as she raises her gun, & he does. Alex & Megan walk out of the barn together, his promise to return

her to her parents puts smiles on all around.
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Memorable quotes (with notes on difficult vocabulary)

Alex: You do what you are Jezzie.

Jezzie: You mean you are what you do.

Alex: No, | mean, you do what you are. You're born with a gift. If not that, then you get good at something
along the way. And what you're good at, you don't take for granted. You don't betray it.

Jezzie: What if you do, betray your gift?

Alex: Then you betray yourself. That's a sad thing.

To take something for granted: dare qualcosa per scontato

Jezzie: Dr. Cross, Agent Ben Devine. Agent Devine is security systems supervisor.

Ben Devine: Well, for now. We're going to be thrown to the wolves, as soon as they find Megan Rose dead
in a ditch.

Alex: Now what makes you so sure that's what's going to happen?

Ben Devine: Me getting fired or the girl in a ditch? Sorry. I'm having a pessimistic day.

To be thrown to the wolves: essere dato in pasto a qualcuno; Ditch: fosso



Alex: To be brutally honest, | think you have a morbid desire to burn in hell.
Morbid: macabro

Tracie: Tonight was your first night at the club, wasn't it?

Jim: No. I've been there a few times before.

Tracie: Really? Well, how come | haven't seen you?

Jim: I noticed you the first night | walked in. You always stand out.
How come: come mai; To stand out: risaltare, balzare all'occhio

Alex's wife: So, how many of these boats do you have to make before you become ship-shape? | have never
seen a man working so hard at looking busy.
Ship-shape: in perfetto ordine

Agent: He had an elaborate setup here, boss. Want to see how he stayed clean at school? It laminates a
plastic veneer over your hands. Look at this. It's foam rubber. Looks like he was wearing prosthetic
appliances.

Setup: (qui) equipaggiamento; To stay clean: (qui) non lasciar tracce; Plastic veneer: patina plastificata; Foam
rubber: gommapiuma; Prosthetic appliance: protesi

Alex: "And before the hood was pulled over his head, he bragged to his executioner: They think it will be like
a book | close. But the book, it will never close". Soneji was quoting the final words of Richard Bruno
Hauptman.

Elisabeth: I'm sorry. | don't follow.

Agent: 1932. The infant son of Charles Lindbergh, America's greatest hero, was kidnapped. When Bruno
Hauptman was arrested, what followed became known as the crime of the century.

Alex: | believe that Soneji wants to do the same thing.

Agent: You think we're dealing with a copycat.

Alex: Something like that.

Elisabeth: Dr. Cross...what does he want from you?

Alex: He's brought me in and left this trail because he wants me to make sure that he's properly appreciated.
Elisabeth: But in order for him to achieve this...he has to kill Megan.

Alex: No, no, not necessarily. The death of the Lindbergh baby was accidental. Nevertheless, it's critical

that we pull his strings.

To brag: vantarsi; Copycat: (qui) emulatore; To pull somebody's strings: (qui) stare al gioco di qualcuno

Alex: What?

Jezzie: Well, MacArthur's dragnetting the bay, right? And, | mean, he's not really missing us, so | was thinking
maybe we could just stick around and, you know, scope out the place a bit.

Alex: Agent Flannigan, are you...are you suggesting a stakeout here?

Jezzie: Yeah, you know, stale coffee, some doughnuts.

Alex: No, no. That's a first-class stakeout, Agent Flannigan. What you're talking about here would be no frills.
To dragnet: dragare; To stick around: rimanere/restare; To scope out: (qui) esaminare/osservare; Stakeout:
appostamento; Stale coffee: caffe stantio
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